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Educators &
Local Students

Lexington’s Two Black Schools



Major Shifts in People and Place
Local Desegregation (1965)  HS Consolidation (1992)

Who Studies? What Communities do Students Come From?

Who Teaches? Who Coaches? Who Plays? (Who Doesn’t?)

More & More Diverse Course Offerings… Class Sizes? 

Blending ‘School Cultures’?



Thinking Back to Your School Histories
(whether as Students, Teachers, or Parents)

How did YOU get to SCHOOL??

Practical Transportation?  
Generational Uplift?

Personal Memories  ~  Social & Systemic Patterns



Trial Integration Here: Fall 1964

10 years after Brown v. Board

Approved by Virginia Pupil Placement Board:

3 pupils to integrate Ann Smith ‘Kindergarten’ School

1 transfer from Downing Elementary to Central Elem.

2 transfers from Downing High to Lexington High



Debating School Consolidation in Rockbridge, 1970s-80s

Rockbridge County Residents Approve $13 Million in Bonds to Fund High School Consolidation: 
March 29, 1989 ~ With 40% Voter Turnout, Passes by only 30 votes:  1,398 Approve – 1,368 Against



CONSOLIDATION
Student Advocacy: Purpose, Patience, Partnership - 198719901992

Supt. Philip Thompson, former SCA President



Lylburn Downing Students & Mr. James Lyle, 1957
W&L Prof. Ted DeLaney: Student in this Graduating Class, 1961

Downing School Pictures on Facebook: Lylburn Downing Alumni 1928-1965

https://www.facebook.com/000LDHS


1962 Lylburn Downing Faculty: School Library
Principal & Band Director: U.B. Broadneaux, Sr. ;     Rev. Lylburn Downing (Portrait)



Lylburn Downing High School, 1965 
Last Graduating Class ~ Last School Faculty



Randolph St. Schoolhouse, 1865-1927 (Methodist Church, left) 
variously known as Central School, Freedmen’s School, Lexington Colored Graded School



Doug Harwood & Ted DeLaney on Lexington’s Educational Growth: RockbridgeHistory.org
DeLaney Article for RHS: Link HERE

RockbridgeHistory.org
https://rockbridgehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/DeLaney-Black-Religious-and-Educational-Development-in-Lexington-1840-1928-Vol.10-1990.pdf


Lexington, 1877 (Gray’s Map)

At bottom, S. Randolph Street: 

Colored School (est. 1865)

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (1865)

(Randolph St. United Methodist Church)



Robert Lee Clark: 1914 Diploma, Grammar Grades (RHS Collections)



Lucy Diggs Slowe

b. 1885, moved to Lexington with Aunt  Lexington Freedmen’s School until Age 13  H.S. in Baltimore
Howard University Valedictorian 1908;   Oratory Student of Prof. Coralie Cook;   1st National Tennis Champion ATA

Co-Founder, AKA Sorority (1908) and National Assoc. of College Women (1922);   1st Dean of Women, Howard U (1922)

From Orphan to Dean  Inspiring Women’s Leadership
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Lexington School Board Minutes
1920 Scale of Salaries + Bonuses

5 Black Faculty at “Col’d Sch.” (Randolph St.) 

10 White Faculty (all “Miss”: HS + Grade School)

Mrs. H. White, Music ($400)

Principal Harrington Waddell ($2600)

Courtesy, Ted DeLaney
Lylburn Downing Alumni Digital Archive, 1928-1965



Parent ~ Community Advocacy: Home & School League
1922 Name-Specific Petition to Build a New School: “Colored People Aroused”



Parent ~ Community Advocacy: Home & School League
1922 Name-Specific Petition to Build a New School: “Colored People Aroused”



Lexington Finances New School for Black Students, Diamond St.
Dedication and Speech by Rev. Lylburn L. Downing Sep. 1927
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Lylburn Liggins Downing
b. enslaved Lexington, 1862; attended Randolph St. Freedmen’s School

Graduated & Ordained, Lincoln University; Presbyterian Pastor in Roanoke, 
Virginia Educational Advocate;  School Namesake & Dedication Speaker: 1927

Rev. Downing’s 1927 Address echoed in Mike Blankenship’s speech: LDMS Graduation 2019



Building Further: Downing Parents in Action 
Volunteering Private Funds to Hire Another HS Grade, 1932



Building Further  New Students  New High School
Left: Lylburn Downing Students, 1930s 

Right: Sylvester Evans: 1932 petition signatory, longtime school steward, 
Grandfather to Lex School Board Member, Vice Mayor Marylin Evans Alexander



Building Further  New High School, Class 1944

Left: First Graduating High School Class, 1944
1940s PTA Gathering in Lylburn Downing Auditorium ~ Gymnasium

Ti,



Family Legacies, Leadership, Groundbreakers

Stanley Land: Son, Vivian Haliburton’44; Grandson, Rockbridge Teacher Jacob Haliburton 
Downing Class Pres. 1965  Rockbridge High‘70  First Black Scholarship for UVA Football
UVA ’74 + Ed School  Rockbridge HS Teacher & Coach  Businessman; Family Genealogist



UVA Documentary Film:
Athletics & Desegregation

UVA Homecoming Ceremony 2021
Stanley Land, Rockbridge High ’70
7th Grade Class President at Downing, 1965



Notable LDHS Alums, Teachers, Artists, Leaders
**Dolores Jones: Lylburn Downing Music Teacher, Opera Singer

**Justice Leander Shaw: Principal’s Son; LDHS ’48, 1st Black Justice Florida Supreme Court

**Prof. Ted DeLaney: LDHS ‘61, W&L ‘85, later W&L History Dept. Chair 
Namesake of new DeLaney Center for Southern Race Relations, Culture, Politics



Trial Integration Here: Fall 1964

10 years after Brown v. Board

Approved by Virginia Pupil Placement Board:

3 pupils to integrate Ann Smith ‘Kindergarten’ School

1 transfer from Downing Elementary to Central Elem.

2 transfers from Downing High to Lexington High



Lylburn Downing High School, 1965 
Last Graduating Class with Last School Faculty (rear)

440 Total Black Students in Grade & High School at Desegregation from Lex, Rock., BV



Natural Bridge Elementary School, 1965-6
First Year of School Integration, Rockbridge County

Ms. Anne McAlphin, 4th Grade Class



Major Shifts in People and Place
Local Desegregation (1965)  HS Consolidation (1992)

Who Studies? What Communities do Students Come From?

Who Teaches? Who Coaches? Who Plays? (Who Doesn’t?)

More & More Diverse Course Offerings… Class Sizes? 

Blending ‘School Cultures’?



Expanded Course Offerings        
at Consolidated HS

Proposed by Teachers: 
‘Master Plan 1987’

Social Studies Courses:

RHS, LHS, NBHS
See Columns 2, 4

New Electives Possible:

Sociology & Psychology, 
Current Affairs, Civil War, 
Introduction to Law, 
Third World Development



January 2021: Governor’s Commission, Virginia Humanities, Virginia Africana,
Collaboration with School Administrators, Faculty, Museum & History Professionals

New State-Required Elective: African-American Humanities, Social Studies Licensing



Diamond-Green Hill Historical Walking Tour & 
Lylburn Downing School History Scavenger Hunt

Waddell Elementary School (2014) & Lylburn Downing Middle School Projects  (2015 )
First Baptist Church, Lylburn Downing Alumni Room~LCS School Board Room



Local Students &
Educators: Some Profiles…



Lylburn Liggins Downing
b. enslaved Lexington, 1862; attended Randolph St. Freedmen’s School

Graduated & Ordained, Lincoln University; Presbyterian Pastor in Roanoke, 
Virginia Educational Advocate;  School Namesake & Dedication Speaker: 1927

Rev. Downing’s 1927 Address echoed in Mike Blankenship’s speech: LDMS Graduation 2019



Coralie Franklin Cook
Speaking with Power, Speaking through Art 

b. enslaved Lexington 1861  Family’s Educational Arcs~Freedmen’s School? Storer College Alum & Faculty
Chair, Oratory Dept, Howard Univ.; Pres. D.C. Arts Council; Suffragist w/Susan B. Anthony & W.E.B. DuBois



Eliza Bannister Walker
Social Networks, Local Activism, Poetry with Purpose 

b. Natural Bridge 1874, Colored Graded School; Trained as Nurse in DC (Howard)



Lexington Natives, School Alumni, New Faculty: 1902

William Washington (left, b.1872; Oberlin) & Charles Harper (b.1880; Lincoln U)
Join veteran teachers Henrietta Evans & Nannie Clay on Randolph St.

, New



Rev. William Washington, Oberlin College, B.A. 1900

Top, 2nd from Right: Orations on Frederick Douglass and Educating the Laboring Class: 
“won the highest honor ever won by a colored student in any northern institution,” Rich. Times



From Lexington to the Nation’s Capital
William Washington: Head of D.C. Colored Social Settlement

Board Members: Luminary Educators, Suffragists, NAACP Founders



Rev. Charles Harper (Lincoln U, Morgan State, Howard U)
Degrees from Lincoln Univ. & Morgan State; Returned for Advanced Degrees in Theology 

Howard Univ, B.D., 1908: Pomeroy Prize in Biblical Studies; Lincoln U, M.A., 1914



Lucy Diggs Slowe

b. 1885, moved to Lexington with Aunt  Lexington Freedmen’s School until Age 13  H.S. in Baltimore
Howard University Valedictorian 1908;   Oratory Student of Prof. Coralie Cook;   1st National Tennis Champion ATA

Co-Founder, AKA Sorority (1908) and National Assoc. of College Women (1922);   1st Dean of Women, Howard U (1922)

From Orphan to Dean  Inspiring Women’s Leadership



Educators &
Local Students

Lexington’s Two Black Schools



RHS Local Black Histories
RockbridgeHistory.org



Partners: Oral History, Research & Education:

Theodore C. DeLaney, Marylin Evans Alexander, Francis Watts,

Irene Thompson, Beatrice Johnson, Louise Mikell, Na’im Ziyad,

Larry Spurgeon, Tom Camden, Seth Goodhart, Doug Harwood, Michael Hill

Virginia Humanities, W& L Special Collections, Lexington News-Gazette

Stanley Land, Denise Jones Smith,

Charlotte Alexander, Preston Evans, 

Byron Winchester, Halle Kline, Debbie Funkhouser, 

Sascha Goluboff, Alison Bell, Rebecca Walters, Phillip Thompson

And My Own Most Influential Teacher … Peggy Vaughan, Albemarle HS


