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Consolidation & Curriculum, 1965-2020

Building the Foundations of Learning:

Structuring Schools & Changing Instruction



Lylburn Downing High School, 1965 
Where Part I Ended: Last Graduating Class with Last School Faculty (rear)

At Desegregation, 440 Total Black Students in Grade & High School across Lex, Rock., BV



Where & With Whom to Study?

School Consolidation Histories
Debates & Decisions: 1967-1992

Following 1965 Desegregation:

Other Demographic, Economic, Social Drivers Shape

School Systems’ Structure, Structures, Instruction



Density and Distribution of
Teachers and Students

At 1965 Desegregation, Again at 1992 Consolidation: 

How do these Numbers Shift, Overall?

As Stratified by Race?

(further research ahead)



Major Shifts in People and Place
Local Desegregation (1965) - HS Consolidation (1992)

Who Studies? What Communities do Students Come From?

Who Teaches? Who Coaches? Who Plays? (Who Doesn’t?)

More & More Diverse Course Offerings… Class Sizes? 

Blending ‘School Cultures’?



1970s

*Buena Vista Maintains its Own System, 

Withdraws from Joint Planning

*Different Voting Authorities, Mechanisms, Timetables 
Between the School Boards, and Voter Jurisdictions 

of Lexington ~ Rockbridge

*Options Focus in on a Joint Lex-Rock High School



1967 Peabody Report Recommends Full Consolidation 
of Rockbridge, Lexington, Buena Vista Schools

Plans Move toward Consolidated Rockbridge-Lexington High School, Middle School Tuition Plans 
Budget Financing Falls Apart with Rising Costs, Bond Inflation, mid-1970s; 

Discussions Resume in mid-1980s



Pro: League of Women Voters Study 1988 Con: Rockbridge Education Association



1989: County & City School Boards and Rockbridge Board of Supervisors 
Debate Costs, Adapt Sites, Approve & Schedule Referendum (County Residents Only)



Rockbridge County Residents Approve $13 Million in Bonds to Fund High School Consolidation:

March 29, 1989 ~ With 40% Voter Turnout, Passes by only 30 votes:  1,398 Approve – 1,368 Against



Expanded Curricular Offerings at Consolidated as Proposed by Teachers: ‘Master Plan 1987’

See Columns 2, 4: Social Studies Courses offered at RHS, LHS, NBHS, New Electives Possible
Sociology & Psychology, Current Affairs, Introduction to Law, Civil War, Third World Development



New Consolidated County & City High School: 
Rockbridge High (Fairfield), Natural Bridge, Lexington Centralize as RCHS

.

Groundbreaking June 27, 1990; Opens Fall 1992



Shifts in People and Place
Local Desegregation (1965), High School Consolidation (1992)

Who Studies? What Communities do Students Come From?

Who Teaches? Who Coaches? Who Plays? Who Can’t?

More & More Diverse Course Offerings.  Class Sizes? 

Blending ‘School Cultures’?



How, What, Whom to Study?
Continued Curricular Re-Vision

Revised VDOE Standards (7-Year Cycle)
For History and Social Science, 2022

New State Standards &‘Culturally Responsive School Practices’
For Teaching African-American History in Virginia: 

Governor Northam’s Commission, 2020



4th Grade Virginia Studies
2015 History and Social Science Standards (for Revision 2022)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/history_socialscience/



4th Grade Virginia Studies
2015 History and Social Science Standards (for Revision 2022)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/history_socialscience/



11th Grade Virginia and US History
2015 History and Social Science Standards (for Revision 2022)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/history_socialscience/



11th Grade Virginia and US History
2015 History and Social Science Standards (for Revision 2022)

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/history_socialscience/



Public Comment Solicited: January 29 – March 1, 2021 
Revised History & Social Science Standards of Learning, to Implement 2022



AAHEC Report, Revisions, Recommendations



Co-Chairs of 2020 Governor’s Commission for African American History Education in the Commonwealth of Virginia



Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam: Old Point Comfort, August 24, 2019
400th Anniversary Commemoration of the First African Landing



Revisions to

1st Grade

and

4th Grade
VA Studies

Rev



6th Grade
US History

Revisions



11th Grade
VA-US History

Revisions



Recommendations from 2020 Virginia Governor’s Commission
Competencies, not just Content



Recommendations from 2020 Virginia Governor’s Commission
Focus on Competencies, not just Content



January 2021: Governor’s Commission Webinar with Virginia Humanities, Virginia Africana,
Collaboration with School Administrators, Faculty, Museum & History Professionals



Diamond-Green Hill Historical Walking Tour & 
Lylburn Downing School History Scavenger Hunt

Waddell Elementary School  & Lylburn Downing Middle School Projects  (2015 )
First Baptist Church, Lylburn Downing Alumni Room ~ LCS School Board Room



Panelists:

Byron Winchester, LDMS ’14, RCHS ’18

Halle Kline, LDMS, ’13, RCHS ’17

Marylin Alexander, Lex. Vice-Mayor, former LCS School Bd.

Dr. Tim Diette, LCS School Board Chair

Dr. Phillip Thompson, RCPS Superintendent

Audience Questions, Comments


