
The Impact of Educators of Color:
Lexington’s First Black Schools (1865-1965)

Eric Wilson, Rockbridge Historical Society



RHS Local Black Histories

RockbridgeHistory.org



1960 Lylburn Downing Faculty: School Library
Principal U.B. Broadneaux, Sr. , Rev. L.L. Downing (Portrait)



Lylburn Downing Class of 1961
Pictured ca. 1957, with Mr. James Lyle, Sr.
Downing School Pictures from Lylburn Downing Alumni 1928-1965

https://www.facebook.com/000LDHS


Lylburn Downing High School, 1965 
Last Graduating Class

Last School Faculty (rear)



Randolph St. Schoolhouse, 1865-1927 (Methodist Church, left) 
variously known as Central School, Freedmen’s School, Lexington Colored Graded School



Doug Harwood & Ted DeLaney on Lexington’s Educational Growth (RockbridgeHistory.org)



Lexington, 1877 (Gray’s Map)

At bottom, S. Randolph Street: 

Colored School (est. 1865)

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (1865)

(Randolph St. United Methodist Church)



Lexington Natives, School Alumni, New Faculty: 1902

William Washington (left, b.1872; Oberlin) & Charles Harper (b.1880; Lincoln U)
Join veteran teachers Henrietta Evans & Nannie Clay on Randolph St.

, New



Rev. William Washington, B.A. Oberlin College, 1900

Top, 2nd from Right: Orations on Frederick Douglass and Educating the Laboring Class: 
“won the highest honor ever won by a colored student in any northern institution,” Rich. Times



From Lexington to the Nation’s Capital
William Washington: Head of D.C. Colored Social Settlement

Board Members: Luminary Educators, Suffragists, NAACP Founders



Rev. Charles Harper (Lincoln U, Morgan State, Howard U)
Degrees from Lincoln Univ. & Morgan State; Returned for Advanced Degrees in Theology: 
Howard Univ, B.D., 1908: Pomeroy Prize in Biblical Studies; Lincoln Univ., M.A., 1914



Robert Lee Clark: 1914 Diploma, Grammar Grades (RHS Collections)



Lexington Finances New School for Black Students, Diamond St.
Dedication and Speech by Rev. Lylburn L. Downing Sep. 1927



Lexington School Board Minutes

1920 Scale of Salaries + Bonuses

5 Black Faculty at “Col’d Sch.” (Randolph St.) 

10 White Faculty (all “Miss”: HS + Grade School)

Mrs. H. White, Music ($400)

Principal Harrington Waddell ($2600)

Courtesy, Ted DeLaney

Lylburn Downing Alumni Digital Archive, 1928-1965



Building Further: Downing Parents in Action 
Volunteering Private Funds to Hire Another HS Grade, 1932



Trial Integration: Fall 1964

10 years after Brown v. Board

Approved by Virginia Pupil Placement Board:

3 pupils to enter Ann Smith Elementary School

1 transfer from Downing to Central School

2 transfers from Downing to Lexington High School



Lylburn Downing High School, 1965 
Last Graduating Class with Last School Faculty (rear)

440 Total Black Students in Grade & High School at Desegregation from Lex, Rock., BV



Natural Bridge Elementary School, 1965-6
First Year of School Integration, Rockbridge County

Ms. Anne McAlphin, 4th Grade Class



Diamond-Green Hill Historical Walking Tour & 
Lylburn Downing School History Scavenger Hunt

Waddell Elementary School  & Lylburn Downing Middle School Projects  (2015 )
First Baptist Church, Lylburn Downing Alumni Room~LCS School Board Room



Panelist-Educators:

Gloria Denise (Jones) Smith

Stanley Land

Debbie Funkhouser

Charlotte Alexander

Preston Evans

Q&A


