
Re-Visiting the 1918 Flu Pandemic … in the Age of the Coronavirus 

Click on Hotlinks to Contexts and Cues from Local, National, Global History 

 

 

Local and Regional Histories: 

 

Rockbridge County: 

“The Great Flu Pandemic of 1918-1919 in Rockbridge County,” Eileen Hinks (2005 RHS Program, in RHS Proceedings Vol.13) 

“The Rockbridge Flu: RHS Looks Back, a Century Ago,” Eric Wilson, Lexington News-Gazette, April 2020, in RHS Essays Online) 

Doug Harwood, “What Happened when the Spanish Flu Hit Here?” The Rockbridge Advocate (1994, reprinted April 2020) 

 

 

Augusta County: 

“The Flu of 1918: Attack on the Homefront,” Nancy Sorrells and Caitlyn Alexander, Augusta County Historical Society Bulletin 

“History Provides Sobering Reminder of Area’s Last Pandemic,” Nancy Sorrells, Waynesboro News-Virginian. 

 

 

Roanoke, Richmond, and American Beyond: 

“Lessons Learned from Roanoke’s Battle Against the 1918 Flu” Ralph Berrier, Roanoke Times  

“Richmond: The American Influenza Epidemic of 1918-19”: A Digital Encyclopedia: 50 Cities & their Stories, Univ.of Michigan 

“‘A Once in a Century Pathogen’: The 1918 Pandemic, and the Coronavirus,” Mark Honigsbaum, New York Review of Books 

“Journal of the Plague Year: How the Horrific Flu of 1918 Spread Across America,” John Barry, Smithsonian.com 

 

 

Audiovisual Media on the 1918 Influenza and Epidemics: 

 

1918 Flu Epidemic: The Deadly Plague: A Historical Documentary  

(remarkable montage of rare photographs, 40 mins) 

The Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Epidemic in History  

(Video Lecture by John Barry, Virginia Museum of History and Culture, 60 mins) 

“We Heard the Bells”: The 1918 Influenza 

(Documentary by U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services, with oral and tribal histories, 60 min)  

1918 Flu Pandemic in Staunton and Augusta County  

  (WSVA Podcast with Nancy Sorrells) 

 

 

Acclaimed Books on Epidemics, and the Shaping of History: 

 

Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu Epidemic of 1918 and How it Changed the World, Laura Spinney 

The Great Influenza: The Deadliest Disease in History, John Barry 

Pox Americana: The Great American Smallpox Epidemic, 1775-1782, Elizabeth Fenn 

In the Wake of the Plague: The Black Death & the World it Made, Norman Cantor 

The Ghost Map: London’s Terrifying Cholera Epidemic & How it Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World, Steven Johnson 

And the Band Played On: People, Politics, and the AIDS Epidemic, Randy Shilts 

https://rockbridgehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hinks-The-Great-Flu-Pandemic-of-1918-1919-in-Rockbridge-RHS-Proceedings-Vol.13-compressed.pdf
https://repository.wlu.edu/handle/11021/32779
https://rockbridgehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/The-Rockbridge-Flu-1918-1920-RHS-Looks-Back-a-Century-Ago-1.pdf
RockbridgeHistory.org/rhs-essays
http://rockbridgeadvocate.com/
https://rockbridgehistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/1918-Flu-in-Augusta-Staunton-Sorrells-and-Alexander-ACHS-Bulletin-2018.pdf
https://www.newsvirginian.com/news/local/sorrells-history-provides-sobering-reminder-of-past-pandemic/article_88c38209-b15e-57a6-a53a-127bc8286c7b.html
https://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/lessons-learned-from-roanoke-s-battle-against-the-flu/article_d9052849-5920-55e7-a144-4e63c3cc3adf.html
https://www.influenzaarchive.org/index.html
https://www.nybooks.com/daily/2020/03/17/a-once-in-a-century-pathogen-the-1918-pandemic-this-one/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/journal-plague-year-180965222/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDY5COg2P2c
https://www.virginiahistory.org/read-watch-listen/great-influenza-story-deadliest-pandemic-history
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkGi9FKZzDI
https://soundcloud.com/wsva-early-mornings/1918-flu-pandemic-31820
https://www.amazon.com/Pale-Rider-Spanish-Changed-World/dp/1610397673
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Influenza-Deadliest-Pandemic-History/dp/0143036491
https://www.amazon.com/Pox-Americana-Smallpox-Epidemic-1775-82/dp/0809078201
https://www.amazon.com/Wake-Plague-Black-Death-World/dp/0060014342
https://www.amazon.com/Ghost-Map-Londons-Terrifying-Epidemic/dp/1594482691
https://www.amazon.com/Band-Played-Politics-Epidemic-20th-Anniversary/dp/0312374631

