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Consider what YOU can contribute to Family, Local, National Histories?

There are more Bridges than you may think, between them.

Descendant Histories
Instrumental Resource: Diamond Family History: “In the Shadow of Natural Bridge” 

Authored by descendants Na’im Ziyad & Pat Wright

Conversations with descendants of the Diamond, Hunt, Dixon, Hubbard, Dunn, Elliott 
families – in Rockbridge, and arcross the East Coast, South, Midwest – were crucial in 
developing early research on community histories near Natural Bridge (2017 )

Continued extension through contributions from members of the Thompson families,  
in February 2023 program “Bond of Family” which partnered descendants, the Rockbridge 
Regional Library, Concerned Citizens of Glasgow, Rockbridge Historical Society



Jean Deltil, Natural Bridge, Views of North America (1834) 
French Wallpaper Series, Zuber et Cie



Tourism, Transportation, Labor

Democracy in America (1835): contemporary travelogue, Alexis de Tocqueville
Above, Natural Bridge sections from a popular 1830s French Wallpaper Series (includes Niagara Falls) 

Projects ‘Imagined Communities’ of French bourgeoisie, not Black tourist class in Virginia



Movements & Migrations:
Mobility, Opportunity, Constraint: Individuals & Groups



KEY THEMES:
Frontiers & Change: Late 18th  Mid-20th Centuries:

Geo ~ Social Mobilities: In Virginia, in the Valley, at the Bridge

* Frontiers: Where? When? For Whom?

* Labor  Leisure (Entrepreneurs & Explorers) 

* Native / Business  Visitor / Consumer (Who is Served?)

* Local ~ Global (Frames of Reference & Reach)

* Singular + Collective (Individuals & Institutions)

* Transportation  Tourism? Work? School? Family? Church? Entertainment?



The Negro Motorist Green Book   (published 1936-1966)



RHS Interactive Map (with JMU Public History & Computer Sci. Students)
Green Hill, Diamond Hill & VMI: Historic Sites & Change over Time (2018)



WLU Website – Black-Owned Businesses in Lexington
Partnered with RHS, Visitor Center (2022)



Architecture-Centered Project (UVA)
community.village.virginia.edu/greenbooks



community.village.virginia.edu/greenbooks



“Our Commonwealth” – Interactive Travel & Transportation Table
Virginia Museum of History & Culture , partnered with Rockbridge Historical Society (2021)



“Traveling While Black” 2021 Exhibit
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture – Harlem, NYC





nypl.org/events/exhibitions/galleries/traveling-while-black-gallery









Afro-American
Travel Map, 1942

Schomburg Center, 
Harlem











Afro-American
Travel Map, 1942

Schomburg Center, 
Harlem









1949 Green Book

3 Lexington Listings

+ Natural Bridge

+ Others Unlisted



The Negro Motorist Green Book   (published 1936-1966)



1939 Green Book: 
First Year of Lexington Listings &

Rockbridge Historical Society Founded



1949 Green Book: 
‘Mountain View Cottage, Natural Bridge’ and 3 Lexington Listings



1949 Green Book
4 Rockbridge Listings

Rose Inn & Tavern
The Washington Cafe 

Franklin Tourist Home

Mountain View Cottage
(Natural Bridge)



Mary Rose at her Rose Inn Tavern & Tourist Home (“Colored”)
331 N. Main St., Lexington (demolished for VMI Training Facility

She listed annually in The Green Book, 1939-1966 (exc. WW2)



Franklin Tourist Home: 9 Tucker St.
Listed annually in The Green Book, 1939-1966 (exc. WW2)



Washington Restaurant (black awning)
16 N. Main Street (now, Sugar Maple Trading)

Listed annually in The Green Book, 1947-1957 
Part of Lexington’s ‘Black Business Corridor’



RHS Interactive Map (with JMU Public History & Computer Science Students)
Green Hill, Diamond Hill & VMI: Historic Sites & their Change over Time



WLU Website: “Black-Owned Businesses in Lexington”
Partnered with RHS, Visitor Center (2022)



Historic Lexington Foundation Walking Tour
RHS Museum Exhibit, 2012



Blandome (atop Henry Street) 
Purchased by Harry Lee & Eliza Bannister Walker in 1917

Their family played important roles in civic life, hosted events
Helped establish Lylburn Downing School, for Black students across Rockbridge 1927



WLU Website: “Black-Owned Businesses in Lexington”
Partnered with RHS, Visitor Center (2022)



“I have spent one of my  happiest summers at Blandome… 
Hurrah for Blandome”

Inscribed in the Cupola at Blandome: Rosa Johnston Robinson
Patterns of Seasonal Stays in Rockbridge, from further Cities



1921: Virginia Federation of Colored Women (Eliza Walker, Chapter President) 
Meets at Blandome, with outing to Natural Bridge & Picnic at Cedar Creek: 

The First State Conference after 19th Amendment passed in 1920



1949 Green Book

Mountain View Cottage

The only listing for 
Natural Bridge

(1947-1949)



Mountain View Cottage Ruins
Overlooking Natural Bridge

(up driveway off Route 130)

East of Hotel & NB Baptist Church

Listed in Green Book 1947-1949



Mountain View Cottage: Green Book Colored Tourist Home 

Natural Bridge State Park Ranger, Matthew Jackson
Remains of metal roof, limestone foundation & brick rubble



History’s Remains Archaeologist’s Goldmine:  Mountain View Cottage



Natural Bridge Hotel Scrapbooks   Commercial Advertising & National Notice



Natural Bridge Hotel: How to Advertise?
… It’s right on your way to the 1939 New York World’s Fair

“Excellent accommodations to suit any purse” (but … any person??)



1951: Hotel, Motor Court, Amenities for White Guests



‘Get Lucky’ at Natural Bridge: Resort and Convention Facilities



Selling ‘Southern Hospitality’   Two Ways:  NB Hotel Brochures, 1960s



Waiters at Natural Bridge Hotel  (1903) 
“Every employee trained in courtesy and service.”



Not pictured: Sterling Byars DeLaney, Sr. (father to Theodore, Sr., maître’d, NB Hotel)

(L): Theodore C. DeLaney, Sr., Hotel Roanoke (b. Natural Bridge, 1918-1976)
(R): Ted C. DeLaney, Jr., Chair, W&L History Dept. (b. Lexington, 1943-2020)



Natural Bridge Stable Masters, and Children Prepare for a Ride
40-50 Horses often Stabled at NB Hotel during Col. Parsons’ Tenure, 1880s



Stage Livery in front of Forest Inn, Natural Bridge, 1890s
1912 Richmond Travelers Brochure: “First-Class Livery”



Natural Bridge Hotel Stage to Lexington, 1906 
Young Teamster (could be Guy Hunt, age 15?)



Pvt. Guy O. Hunt, U.S. Army Teamster, 407th Labor Battalion, France
(behind him, see wagon wheel signaling World War I transportation corps)



Dixon Family Home, Farm & Guest Home (unlisted)

Buck Hill Road, ‘The Enclave’: 1 mi. from Natural Bridge Hotel
Built by James Dixon; Managed by Annie Virginia Sadler Dixon



Mr. & Mrs. James and Annie Dixon



Dixon House: Backyard, from Farm

Expanded to over 12 rooms; Tables to seat 20+ guests
Guests housed Upstairs; Family lived Downstairs



Dixons’ 20 Acre Farm, Hilltop Barn



House & all Structures built by James Dixon



1957 Natural Bridge General Store Ledger
Purchases registered by Annie Dixon & Guy Hunt 

(compare RHS’ 1798 Ledger (William Caruthers)



Buck Hill Road Cemetery (Natural Bridge)



Home of Watts Family, also operated as Tourist Home
Forge Road, Natural Bridge



Boarded teachers for nearby 2-room school 
Domestic Entrepreneurship



‘Old Swimming Pool,’ fronting the ‘Tea Room’
Across from ‘Ole Chicken Shack’: Dance Room, Bar, Social Hall 

Corner of Forge & Buck Hill Roads; Community Water Spring, to the Left



The Vitality & Value of YOUR Family, Neighborhood, Local Histories
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